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Florin Drasovean, Wolfram Schier (editors), in collaboration with Alex
Bayliss, helmut Becker, Barbara Dammers, Bisserka Gaydarska, Christoph
Menzler, Silviane Scharl, Stefan Suhrbier, Petru Urdea, Alasdait Whittle,
Uivar “Gomild”. A Prehistoric Settlement in the Romanian Banat Vol. I
Site, Architecture, Stratigraphy and Dating. Prihistorische Archdologie in
Stidosteuropa 32. Verlag Marie Leidorf GmbH, Rahden/Westf. Leidorf 2020,
(ISBN 978-3-8646-687-7), 585 pages.

The modern investigation of the Neolithic in the
Romanian Banat started in the 1970s' and was subse- PRAHISTORISCHE ARCHAOLOGIE IN SUDOSTEUROPA
quently continued by F. Drasovean. His excavations in BAND 32
1980-1990 at Hodoni’? or Foeni® have contributed to
a much more detailed knowledge of the Neolithic and
Eneolithic realities of this region. However, a major step
in the path of Romanian archaeology towards the con-
nection with Western European research was the project
dedicated to the study of the Neolithic tell Uivar-Gomila.

The present work is the first volume of the monograph
of the Neolithic tell of Uivar-Gomila. The tell is located in
the southern part of the Bega Veche Plain, i.e. in western
Romania, in the immediate vicinity of the border with
Serbia. Many other details of the environment are given in
Chapter 1.3. The complex archaeological investigation of
this archaeological site was started in the mid-1990s by a
Romanian-German team coordinated by Florin Drasovean
(Banat Museum Timisoara) and Wolfram Schier (Institut
fur Prahistorische Archiologie Berlin). RAHDEN/WESTF. 2020

Given the high standards of investigation imposed
by the joint Romanian-German team, the research began
with a series of systematic field surveys, aerial photo-
graphs and detailed topographical surveys of the site. At the same time a series of surveys around
the tell were carried out for pollen analysis. The results of these non-intrusive investigations can be
found in Chapter 2.1. The geophysical surveys carried out during three campaigns, which consisted of
the investigation of 18.5 ha, give an overview of the tell itself as well as of the anthropogenic traces
surrounding the tell. These have been detailed throughout Chapter 2.2. Perhaps the most interesting
aspect of the geophysical survey results is the system of ditches surrounding the settlement. The pic-
ture given changes the researcher’s perspective on the complexity and dynamics of habitation in a tell.
The combination of the data obtained during the non-intrusive surveys is presented in Chapter 2.3.

In the economy of an archaeological project, strategy, methodology and organisation of the exca-
vation are priority elements. All these aspects have been explained and detailed in Chapter 3. These
data provide the reader with a necessary element in understanding the planning and documentation of
an archaeological excavation. One of the most unexpected parts of the monograph, but which assures
the reader of the honesty of the authors and the research, is the critical analysis of the documentation
of the contexts and finds (Chapter 3.4). I consider the presence of such a chapter in a scholarly work
more than appropriate, as it primarily provides the team with a lucid view of their own research. But

UIVAR “GOMILA”

c tell settlement
in the Romanian Banat

Vol I

e, stratigraphy and dating

b Vezi spre exemplu Lazarovici 1977; Lazarovici 1979; Lazarovici et al. 2001.

Dragovean et al. 1996.
3 Dragovean 1994; Dragovean 1997; Dragovean 1999.
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perhaps this chapter and the one called 3.5 Grabungsverlauf/The excavations are far more useful to
those considering starting such large-scale projects.

The most consistent part of the book, as expected, is Chapter 4 devoted to the site, architec-
ture and stratigraphy. This chapter begins with a welcome section on terminology and methodology
(Chapter 4.1), detailing the authors’ views on the subject. Here we see very clearly the combination of
the theoretical perspective with the experience offered by archaeological excavation in a tell. The 15
areas excavated over more than a decade aimed to verify the main elements of the actual tell, the set-
tlement that developed around it, as well as the numerous ditches. Each of the areas surveyed is cov-
ered in this chapter. Their stratigraphy is discussed in great detail. The profiles considered have been
documented by multiple methods: classical photography, photogrammetry, classical profile drawing,
superimposition of drawing over photogrammetry. The association of vertical stratigraphy and the
primer is provided by illustrating numerous photographs and drawings. In order to better understand
the archaeological realities, the editors have taken care to discuss the architecture in detail, accom-
panied by numerous photographic details. Where possible, some archaeological realities have been
reconstructed virtually, such as the burnt house Hb4-1 in Area I, Layer 4.2, or the one called H2b-1
discovered in Area I, Layer 2.

The data presented in the previous chapters are completed by associating stratigraphic data with
archaeological material. It should be noted that all categories of artefacts have been arranged quantita-
tively according to the stratigraphic unit from which they came. This kind of analysis, which amounts
to a huge amount of work, helps the reader in the concrete evaluation of the quantity and quality of
artefacts found in a context, or phases of habitation. The analysis also reflects the intensity of habita-
tion according to the criteria of interrogation. All this can be found in Chapter 5.

The absolute chronology of the tell is approached from the perspective of the 182 radiocarbon
measurements available up to the publication of the volume. It is understandable that the very large
number of 14C measurements made is one of the highlights of the work. Chapter 6, dedicated to
this issue, is completed by a regional perspective on the absolute chronology of the Middle and Late
Neolithic in Banat (Chapter 6.1).

Archaeological research carried out at Uivar over more than a decade has brought to light the
biography of a very interesting Neolithic tell (see Chapter 7). The results of the project presented in
this first volume considerably alter the perspective on the dynamics of habitation in a Neolithic tell.
At the same time, the multitude of analyses carried out, the excavation and documentation technique,
and the chosen way of presenting the results represent a benchmark for prehistoric archaeology in
Romania.

Victor Sava

Museum of Arad

G. Enescu Square no. 1, 310131, Arad, RO
victor.sava.cma@gmail.com
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